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Help with your computer “handicap”
* Did you get a new computer and find that

the fonts and icons on your new large
screen are so small that they’re hard to
read and see?

* Do your eyes water after several hours in
front of your monitor?

T
hese and other “handicaps” can be solved through the
exciting world of adaptive technology and with the
help of our February 7  presenter, Sharon Giovinazzo,th

Public Policy and Consumer Relations Associate at Central
Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired. 

Sharon, blind for five years, will demonstrate technology that

includes screen magnification software and text to speech
engines.  Also, come and see the cell phone that TALKS.  There
are many surprises in store for us, including information on free
software and other resources that can help us if we cannot see
those little icons on our desktop as well as we once could.

 Technology has revolutionized daily life for all of us, but it
has had particularly dramatic benefits for people who are blind
or visually impaired. Computer technology, including specialized
hardware or software that simulates the human voice reading
the computer screen now provides benefits to not only the blind
and visually handicapped but to those of us in the aging public
who walk around with a magnifying glass in our purse or pocket.

Assistive or adaptive technology, as it is called, has exploded
many barriers to education and employment . . . as well as
having provided aid and comfort to many others forced to glue
their eyes on tiny pixels on the screen. Among persons age 65
and older, 21% report some form of vision impairment. 

Based on population estimates for 2000, this represents 7.3

million persons.  It is possible that someone you know could be
suffering from a vision loss.  

Come and find out how to
help others—as well as your-
self---with this exciting presen-
tation.

For more than seventy five
years, the Central Association
for the Blind and Visually Im-
paired has been enabling peo-
ple to live full and independent
lives here in Central New York 
. . . people who otherwise
would never have enjoyed the
opportunities they now have. �

Tuesday, February 7, 2006 - 6PM at Whitesboro HS Cafeteria

 On our website 

— Links of Interest —

Go to: 

mvpcug.com/index1.htm

 * makoa.org/computer.htm

 * //abilitymagazine.com/ada.html

 Click on the links to find out  

more about these subjects.


